
New Sprinkler Laws

ATTENTION ~ General Contractors and Business Owners

  

Revisions to Massachusetts General Law (M.G.L.) chapter 148, section 26G  will become
effective on Janu
ary 1, 2010
.  The law, which requires the installation of automatic sprinkler systems in all new buildings
7,500 square feet in aggregate area or greater irrespective of use group and certain existing
buildings undergoing major renovations and/or addition, was previously a local option law.
 Among other changes, 
Chapter 508 of the Acts and Resolves of 2008
causes the law to be effective statewide, 
not
by local option.  

  

The Automatic Sprinkler Appeals Board ("ASAB") has issued a guidance document in the
hopes of affecting a smooth transition into new requirements of the law.   Please take time to
review the document by clicking on the highlighted link to become familiar with the new
changes/requirements. 

  

Little, if anything, will change with regard to the building permit process once the revised law
becomes effective. Section 110 of 780 CMR  will still require the filing of a building permit
application, and specifically, Section 110.8  will
continue require the transfer of plans to head of the municipal fire department.  However, it is
important to note that provisions of the law outweigh requirements of the Building Code. 
Therefore, on or after January 1, 2010, although the Building Code may allow a business use
occupancy building of up to 12,000 square feet before a sprinkler system is required, the
general law requires the installation of a sprinkler system at 7,500 square feet in the aggregate
(different from the Building Code, building areas are calculated from outside wall to outside wall
dimensions).  The DFS guidance document provides more specificity with regard to major
renovations, additions and jurisdictional authority.
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http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-hgUrz5jplzYLYU71Aq7RfYR6kDJyAK8gX7T4B_aUyX1xW9iz9nspt-cLNQ-rD3t2cWB63xNX5YY-c59nRbIYjHpnFYuU9rzolv9iLIq7QlZp5ey0L2biu72FERxqGeZ_5fJVscNIvWFQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-hgrdjuRyvSTIl-YyvZpAnev7JoUbuS0ixCCs3AqffmGDkkxJB_Qhnz9oDGDMaGmdP7S-etcUKSThln9uTOMgf9WXnXXwryv5BlduQUqteC_KzGw41k3CUX5t-1bmtkC-V-TT6RlcYGrZpQsDq_E58i
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-ia3pU9S1iZBtCsaE2bNGeFuyj0xrzlY12IJW5ieIeHMfK4dsJCq2Gc06eFNjUQlkKXAEA9yZbeUQAIVucSSS9qwFZ7l8aTVRPdXGRhfrjcIBC2Bh9qP9cXZL2NIJ_CCoDjFGmviF1dDUNQHu5Wkr-TxCPZ_phIXcPjAqkl9XsM_FAXZ9s9ItBNYA12YuzQR5zLJOT17JFH5N8lPsGOfawzg-NlNOTn5vIMa9FwlWUM8gUfEB3WdT_lWE4I6vyKYqK0N_S2NVKFVop2Wu5Nrxm_gNUen-4LhyiLcMClTQs2XxGqqvwpZ34WEuodBBeiiyKxWxlbuCM-FOG0hC1U91zpqdl8c1sahglIkPucL-AfxrnwsWftj4af4tluGIaA2VBGoMQ85Y6g0E5ROXzW4iXRFdV1HsC6C1Y3yv2gSpXI2A3EL93ULMI5oP8U9TLP5M4PelB38ZiDG0Fos2OwEclCRZjLj82pCqcJvgxZl3N0pUTqniS6n5ekjW1h0xz8WO61v-QC_BgJMwUE8XiPmtV75cjIGzYWWmHQze3gLwU9kVwFgu6zJuX-
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-h1J-WOa6gcO3-u-BbpHSjgxPae4bHuUpDDkaGvs24YK5Yis7aXIp67qLtsJ7rO0mUS5E2wBU3-06eR1DUii7Mc4idAW4hTRHIpOxiN0F-Sp6BlcvxJft_M0Sws0JvM61Vk-k9mh0s7wfHNdMHDv92iqGzWXRTygONEC43Pqa2X9Tf6LXsAOqGRkuV7beJFTGC6UPbAU99XTA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-g9YP9dQAqRb3Tveb5fvnjlykViVAGqhol02Vy9wEbwvPN-NlcBAHrteGsEuENL1Sq-5uyKIHjIfpA14UVQxGG_uFIbW74-npfEbkLHfQ7rwVNNGbxs8iV5-rF4AUoHnP1xaLPMea-WHBvq7CQn7LE9AqbB0UCjox5exYil3_CZnBb3tGpHYszZfRJAcSf0u6Dmn3zC-Xy9e0qtmhitUEcEuIeaDvpCt0GswXWZO1h83QhOjuU3LWBQt9jlrUdxVRiUrzmPW2TRVrBXiw11NFi1VXNedvhafKWPV1hE9-pWEcLRluk2ip2p7OxU89YP1AIMM4KrJK7_zyyNLKIl9VGuvEuXCXqb5L5TUEJ9KQXYlq9NUgIVp33XRMja5-bdYXhBXlAZ838rVSgcIO4EvnwLU1Lxpuw6lN4IfFhDZcoy9Fg5DSbdn5sIQb8cvoDZz1655t5Kle6GtQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102879509995&s=282&e=001LUWSNkBaW-hjRmlEP1UK9nSSn5EOsmlHE-kGtBzcZ8Kld6wXyYCUSmgCZ_ZrYqgB3s-gtcGx_Oy_DRKSsbveEaiF7GmmNstgPNfGFxPtu6iGYK8W9k7se0fgMnr01_-Xm1Lj059oyRCzAi7BQqqrCC8HnYKmTb7WRf8CfldXkag=

